[Motives and wishes to adopt children in a social change: results of a longitudinal view].
150 files of adopted children chosen from the archive of the protestant association for adopted and foster children in Duesseldorf-Wittlaer, being mediated to families between 1947 and 1987, were evaluated with a special evaluation document, regarding the motives and wishes to adopt children. The results indicate that the expectation of adoptive parents of their potential adopted child has changed essentially during the period that was regarded. Possible causes could be norms and values being in a social and historical change, but also changes in the adoption processes.